
Edmund Spenser (1552-1599) was one of the greatest poets ever to 

write in English. He dominated the literary scene during Shakespeare’s 

time, and exerted an extensive influence on the playwright. Spenser’s 

verse epic The Faerie Queene, celebrating the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 

is one of the timeless masterpieces of western culture. 

“One Day I Wrote Her Name”  

 Major Theme – Describes the courtship and eventual marriage of 

Edmund Spenser to Elizabeth Boyle. The speaker addresses indirectly 

his beloved, attempting to convince her that their love will live eternally. 

 Published in – 1595 (16th Century) in Amoretti, a collection of poems 

Sonnet Structure – Three Quatrains and One Couplet Rhyme Scheme – 

ABAB BCBC CDCD EE 

  Analysis Lines 1-4 (Writing the name in sand) The first quatrain 

depicts the poet’s attempt to immortalize his loved one. The stanza 

starts by setting the scene: “One day”. He writes the name of his loved 

one on the sand of a beach but the waves wash the writing away (“I 

wrote her name upon the strand,/But came the waves and washed it 

away”). He writes the name in the sand again, but, as before, the waves 

wash the name away (“Again I write it with a second hand,/ But came the 

tide, and made my pains his prey”). The action of the wave symbolizes 

how time will destroy all man-made things. To emphasize this action the 

waves are personified as they “washed it away” and “made my pains his 

prey”.  

 

Lines 5-8 (Failure to accomplish the impossible) The second 

quatrain describes a dialogue that the poet with his loved one. The 

woman reacts to the writing and tells the lyrical voice that his attempts 

are in vain, as mortal things such as herself cannot live forever. The 

woman introduces a new perspective , as she criticizes the poet’s actions 

and words. She emphasizes her mortal nature because she will also 



disappear like the words in the sand. Thus, it is useless to write her 

name because she, as the words in the sand, will eventually disappear. 

Time and nature are cruel and destroy man-made things. 

Lines 9-12 The third quatrain presents the poet’s response to what 

his loved one said. In this stanza, there is a volta (narrative turn) and the 

tone of Sonnet 75 changes. Up to this moment, both the poet and his 

loved one are emphasized on the mortal nature of them and their 

creations. Nevertheless, the poet says the opposite in this stanza. He tells 

the woman that the “baser things” will disappear, but she will live on. 

Notice the alliteration in these lines: “devise”, “die”, and “dust”. the poet, 

will immortalize his loved one in his poems and, because of that, she will 

live forever (“My verse, your virtues rare shall eternize, And in the 

heavens write your glorious name”). By immortalizing his loved one, the 

poet puts her on a heavenly space, as she will be “in the heavens” with 

her “glorious name”. 

  Lines 13 and 14 (Immortalized in poems) the final couplet 

summarizes the message of the poem. According to the poet even if 

everything comes to an end, their love will survive (“Out love shall live, 

and later life renew”).  The immortal quality in love and death is 

contrasted to the briefness in life. Throughout the poem, there is a very 

melodic and stable rhythm that is formed with the regular rhyme 

scheme and the iambic pentameter. These devices make the sonnet calm 



Taking his readers back to Satan from the conversation of Adam 
and Raphael, Milton writes about Satan’s attempt to disguise himself as a 
serpent to tempt Eve. Finding her alone in the garden of Eden, Satan, 
disguised as a talking serpent, reaches out to Eve and tells her about the 
benefits of eating the fruit of Forbidden Tree. 

On hearing that the fruit makes an individual more beautiful and 
powerful opening new avenue of knowledge for him, Eve eats the fruit 
eagerly after showing little reluctance. She then rushes to Adam to 
inform him of the benefits of the fruit. 

At first, Adam expresses his concern about disobeying God but 
soon he gives in to Eve’s desire and eats the fruit. The book reaches its 
conclusion when both Adam and Eve open their eyes in a completely 
different world after eating the fruit of the Forbidden Tree. 

 
Seeing each other’s naked bodies, they soon realise their fatal 

mistake of disobeying God Almighty and feel repentant on their grave 
sin. The fall of humans from heavenly Earth reveals that God is 
omnipotent and omniscient and disobeying Him never brings good 
results for humankind because His word is always final. 

“Forth reaching to the Fruit, she pluck’d, she eat: 
Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her seat 
Sighing through all her Works gave signs of woe, 
That all was lost.” 

 Man’s Fall 
The theme of Man’s disobedience and his fall from Heaven is evident 

in the poem. The fall of human beings is the most significant incidence 
occurring in the history of the world that completely revolutionised the 
life of mankind forever. Despite forgiving humanity for his sin, God 
throws human beings out from Heaven to lead a life full of trials and 
tribulations until they meet their God once again on the Judgement Day. 

 

 



 

“O Eve, in evil hour thou didst give eare 
To that false Worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counterfet Man’s voice, true in our Fall, 
False in our promis’d Rising; since our Eyes 
Op’nd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both Good and Evil, Good lost, and Evil got, 
Bad Fruit of Knowledge, if this be to know, 
Which leaves us naked thus, of Honour void, 
Of Innocence, of Faith, of Puritie,” 

 

 

 


